Book review by Falkner, N.
B O O K  R E V I E W
Pa r k , Iris M. A S tudy  o f  Tw o Special N ew  Z ealand  C ollections, the
Fildes C ollection and  the Sir R obert S tou t C ollection o f  N ew
Zealand P am phlets at the Victoria U niversity o f W ellington.
Wellington, L ibrary  School, N ational L ibrary Service, 1961.
(Studies in library  adm in istra tion  N o. 3 ) 36p. P hoto-prin ted .
In October 1937 H orace Edw ard M anners Fildes, form erly A ssistant 
Postmaster at W ellington, died, bequeathing his library  o f books, 
pamphlets, m aps, and m anuscrip ts relating  to N ew  Z ealand, A ustralia 
and the South Seas, and his N ew  Z ealand new spapers, bound and un ­
bound, to the V ictoria U niversity  College, W ellington. Fildes had 
been an assiduous bibliophile and the V ictoria  U niversity  College 
must have been indeed pleased to  recciv* this invaluable collection 
of over 1,800 volum es, m any o f them  rare  w orks. T he books, including 
several m anuscripts and a sm all num ber o f pam phlets, present no 
great adm inistrative problem , except perhaps the lim itation o f their 
use in the interest o f preservation , to  m ore advanced students. T he 
inclusion of references to  their con ten ts in a reference index m ust be 
of great help to  the library  staff. Miss P ark  outlines the cataloguing 
of the books, gives the results o f a com parison w ith titles listed in 
Hocken’s B ibliography  and in K eith S inclair’s The O rigins o f  the 
Maori Wars, and in an A ppendix  lists 44 o f  the m ore im portan t titles. 
A list of New Z ealand new spapers, o f w hich broken sets are held, is 
given.
The major part o f Miss P ark 's  36-pagc study, how ever, is devoted 
to the treatm ent o f the m ore difficult p art o f the collection— the 
newspaper clippings, m aps and Fildes personal m aterial. Fildes was 
an amateur historian w ith a p a rticu la r interest in early  N ew  Zealand 
history' and shipping, a m ethodical co llec to r and com piler o f indexes, 
and among all this m aterial there is certain ly  m uch o f interest. 
Nevertheless there are  problem s, connected  w ith the physical p reser­
vation of the various items and w ith arranging  and cata loguing and 
indexing them in such a w ay tha t they can be readily used by research 
students, which will be only too fam iliar to  the lib rarian  w ho has been 
given charge of any  sizable collection o f personal papers. It is in the 
dear account o f the w ay in w hich the m aterial has been handled  and 
in the recom m endations as to  its fu r th e r trea tm en t tha t the principal 
value of Miss P a rk ’s report lies, a lthough it w ould also be useful to 
anyone attem pting to  find his w ay round  the collection.
Newspaper clippings form  a large part o f the collection. C atalogued 
with the books are 23 volum es o f clippings, bound, pasted-up and 
fully indexed, from  a range of N ew  Zealand new spapers o f the 1920s 
and 1930s. In addition  there  are 13 groups o f pasted-up clippings and
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fo u r parcels o f unm ounted  clippings. W hile series o f articles on con­
tem porary  figures such as R atana  and  R ua a re  likely to be useful it 
m ay  be questioned  w hether articles on such topics as “Taranaki fifty 
years ago” w ould be sufficiently well docum ented  to be of great use.
T he  co rrespondence o f H orace  Fildes, occupying about 30 manu­
scrip t boxes, consists m ainly  o f  inw ards letters from  o ther amateur 
and  professional h istorians and descendants o f  early  settlers. While 
such letters have no t the in terest o f som eone actively participating in 
affairs o f the day and are unlikely to p rove a p rim ary  source of future 
histories still, as Miss P ark  com m ents, “A nyone undertaking research 
in one o f the fields touched on by M r Fildes w ould probably be 
unw ise to  ignore the possibility th a t discussions on m any fine points 
o f early  h istory  will be found  th ere” . M iss P a rk  has a number of 
sensible suggestions to  m ake concern ing  the grouping , storing and 
calendaring  o f the letters and the sorting  o f  o th e r  m aterial in the 
collection in to  m ore accessible groups, and she has grouped her 
suggestions accord ing  to  the am oun t o f w ork  involved in accomplishing 
them . T hey  are  suggestions w hich  w ould be o f  use to  any librarian 
dealing w ith a sim ilar collection, and  lim ited tra ined  staff. One 
suspects, how ever, th a t no  m a tte r how  thoroughly  th is type of material 
is dealt w ith, from  the lib ra rian ’s po in t o f view, the average student, 
even a t post-graduate  level, m ay still be unaw are  o f  it, and of such 
aids as the R eference  C atalogue unless they  a re  b rough t to  his notice 
by an  active reference lib rarian .
In  addition  to  the study o f the Fildes collection  there is a four-page 
ou tline o f S ir R obert S tou t’s collection  o f  N ew  Z ealand  pamphlets, 
also held in the V ictoria  U niversity  o f W ellington. Sir Robert’s 
political and social in terests w ere m any and in m ost o f  these fields he 
p layed an  active part. Pam phlets, over m ost o f  the period  covered by 
the collection (rough ly  1 8 6 4 -1 9 2 5 ) w ere one o f the principal means 
th rough  w hich views w ere publicly  expressed and  because o f  the wide 
range o f topics covered this collection should  give an excellent picture 
o f the social and  political scene as well as prov id ing  details on par­
ticu la r subjects, probably  difficult to  find elsew here. M iss P ark  notes 
th a t a  subject index to  the collection  exists and lists 22 o f  the best 
represented  subject headings. A lthough  no t presenting  the problems 
o f  pu tting  in o rd e r o f  the F ildes C ollection , th e  S tout collection is 
p robably  equally  valuable.
F inally , one no tes th a t the rep o rt on these tw o collections was 
undertaken  as p a rt o f a course in adm in istra tion  a t the Library 
School. It appears to  be a  m ost com peten t appraisal and  studies of 
sim ilar collections should certa in ly  be encouraged  both  fo r the training 
they  give the w riters and  the in fo rm ation  they give to  lib rarians and 
research  students.
N a n c y  F a l k n e r .
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